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The Greater Cincinnati Chinese Music Society
2004 New Year Concert: Songs of Poetry

Saturday , February 7, 7:30 PM —-10. 30 PM

Corbett Auditorium, CCM
The University of Cincinnati
Ticket Prices: $20, and $50 (Patron). Student tickets week of concert at $10

For Ticket info: Please call :

A.J. Wang (513)-243-3174, Lizbie Lin (513)-761-6397,

Xin Zhang (513)-573-0460, Naide Fei (513)-793-8916,

May Wu (513)-777-4996, Steve Hsiung-(513)-489-5751,
Elizabeth Li, (513)-236-6731 or (937)-293-6911 Chenliang Sheng  (859) -781-7744




[ _ I |
GREATER
CINCINNATI

CHINESE

MUSIC

SOCIETY
_ |

Board of Director

Executive Committee
A.J. Wang, Ph.D.

Chair

Elizabeth Li, Ph.D. ,CFP®
Co-Chair

Victor Chiu, Ph.D.
Treasurer

Chen Liang Sheng, Ph.D.
Secretary

Terry Chen

NaiDe Fei

Steve Hsiung, Ph.D.

P. J. Kao, Ph. D.

Tom King

Lizbie Lin, Ph.D.

Robert J. Miller, Esq.
Xin Zhang, Ph.D.

Legal Counsel

John G. Cobey, Esq.

Honorary Board

Marshall Lu

[-Chih Wang, Ph.D.
Phyllis Weston
Geraldine Wu, M.D.

Advisory Board

Dean Douglas Lowry
Karen McKim
Elizabeth Na, CPA
Norma Petersen
Stanley Wang, M.D.

RNFEIKPESEDE

Monday, December 15, 2003

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Greater Cincinnati Chinese Music Society (hereafter The
Music Society), 1 would like to invite you to attend a local non-profits that relies on
music as a medium to introduce and present different perspectives of Chinese culture to
the Greater Cincinnati community. Since 1995, The Greater Cincinnati Chinese Music
Society (The Music Society) has organized an annual event to celebrate the Chinese
New Year and to promote Chinese culture through music. This year, the annual event
will again be in the form of a concert to be held Saturday, February 7, 2004 at the
Corbett Auditorium in the College Conservatory of Music (CCM), the University of
Cincinnati.

This year’s concert will showcase both traditional and contemporary works.
The theme of the concert is The Songs of Poetry (% if). Highlight of this concert
include performances by award winning violinist Liu Yang and pianist/composer Gao
Ping; the world premier of a Pipa Concerto by Gao Ping performed by Ming Ke; Qun
Style Chinese opera; Erhu virtuoso Karen Han, Guzheng expert Ma Lim and the CCM
Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Mark Gibson performing the works of Tan Dun
and Mahler.

The 2004 concert will cost more than $35,000 to produce, and your support
will be critical to the Music Society’s ability to continue to deliver high quality
performance at an affordable price for the whole family. In addition to attending
concert, we would like to ask you to become a contributor to the Chinese Music society.
Your support will be critical for The Music Society’s ability to continue to deliver high
quality performance at an affordable price for the whole family. It will also help the
Chinese Music society to continue our ongoing efforts to increase community interest
and involvement in Chinese music and culture.

In 2003, The Music Society received support from The Fine Arts Fund for a
music/education project that involved members of The Cincinnati Junior Strings and the
Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestra. Members of these orchestras enjoyed the rare
opportunity to rehearse and perform Chinese orchestral music, and they learned about
aspects of Chinese cultures. Participants of this project also participated in a special
scholarship competition, and eight young musicians competed for and received
scholarships towards their orchestral studies. This year, The Music Society will
continue to get more young people unique opportunities to be involved in Chinese
music and culture by serving as interns by volunteering their time and helping in the
GCCMS 2004 New Year concert.

Yours Sincerely,

A.J. Wang, Chair Elizabeth Li, Co-Chair
Victor Chiu, Treasurer, Chengliang Sheng, Secretary
Terry Chen Naide Fei

Steve Hsiung P.J. Kao

Tom King Lizbie Lin

Robert J. Miller Xin Zhang



Concert Program Highlights

Rhythm of Chin & Xian(I) -
[

Erhu/Guzheng Duet (Z FTEJFJ‘FH HEZ)

Butterfly Lovers 3/ //[F1 /7 it /E'/
Fisherman's Song at Sunset /@ﬁﬂf;’ﬂl

Karen Han- Erhu (= FL[FJ)
MaLi Z5#) Guzheng (?[S'T )
Rhythm of Chin & Xian (II) -
Violin and Piano Duet (| % E‘J—?ﬂ%,“lﬁﬁ‘ )
Song of Nostalgia Ma Si Gong

Fisherman's Harvest Song /E//j " Gao Ping

Liu Yang V[[$5-] #i25
Gao Ping ﬁ,'Jj‘ -7 piano
Kun Opera

The Peony Pavilion (177/%#)
Northern Style: Big Gate
Southern Style
Qian Yi, Soprano and
Chiu Ming— Dizi F{TQ'

Percussions (Ff.)

Four Poems from Shijing (iijr e
Drama

The CCM Percussion Group:

W B AR BB

B BHBERS, TEW 2. FHRBL, BTFHFR.
2EFR, EARZ. FHRBL, FBFRKZ.
RIAE, BB, KRR R,
DER, EARL. BRBE, FERZ.
SERK, EHEZ. FREL, SR,

Qu Xian Song
Guo Wen-Jing

Allen Otte, James Culley, and Russell Burge

Soprano: Audrey Luna

Intermission



World Premier Violin Pipa Concerto

Karen Han—Erhu

Accompanied by

CCM Philharmonia
Mark Gibson, Conductor

Journey of Pipa (f%717) Gao Ping
Liu Yang Violin
Ke Ming Pipa
HES BEZf KEABESHE | SBESE—H | AIOTOFEM | MEHLERE
N— MREEYEE | germmig | aRGHETR | SRARTKE | BTEHRAR
— BRBHERE | pewumes | RRSKIRF | RRESSEE | AERGERME
——— AREEAEE | prmupen | DRFOFEE | BWHORART | SEUREAE
BRI RRARER | gmewiops | -@O8TAR | RNBSERS | EEWYEAE
—— ARFLEFRE | gmmunmn | ORGEREE | XMLBEDD | SEMIEER
- CEEFRER | prypeig | NeRRBET | ARREBAEA | NBUREES
- REOCTREE | my_mome | SERZENT | MEALEEER | SRELE-#
NS— HREAEH | snmEmems | AABASHE | RUZTHER | ARBEEES
JE— URRREAL | waromAs | 2EREASRE | SEAEIES | BRUTERY
TR REBEODE | pepmimes | BREREeR | SBueRETe | YLEREES
BRABIAS PRODUAE | mErshgs | FNABESH | KRETHETE | BETUENE
FEERENE WRODERR | coxmsmz | BABEEAR | EDOIHER | BEEMEAY
F I EMIA L %g%fg;ﬁ SEGERTE | GAENERE | ZEEVSTE | ERUTHES
marg | ToFOEER | HATRERZ | AMESEMEN | THAREYR
Das Lied Von Der Erde Gustav Mahler
Song of The Earth
2nd Movement, The Lonely Man in Autumn,
and
4th Movement, Of Beauty
Cao Zhang, Soprano
Erhu Concerto
Crouching Tiger and Hidden Dragon Tan Dun
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Bai Chuyi
THE SONG OF A GUITAR

In the tenth year of Yuanhe I was banished and demoted to be assistant official in Jiujiang. In the summer of the next year
I was seeing a friend leave Penpu and heard in the midnight from a neighbouring boat a guitar played in the manner of the
capital. Upon inquiry, I found that the player had formerly been a dancing-girl there and in her maturity had been married
to a merchant. I invited her to my boat to have her play for us. She told me her story, heyday and then unhappiness. Since
my departure from the capital I had not felt sad; but that night, after I left her, I began to realize my banishment. And I
wrote this long poem -- six hundred and twelve characters.

I was bidding a guest farewell, at night on the Xunyang River,

Where maple-leaves and full-grown rushes rustled in the autumn.

I, the host, had dismounted, my guest had boarded his boat,

And we raised our cups and wished to drink-but, alas, there was no music.
For all we had drunk we felt no joy and were parting from each other,
When the river widened mysteriously toward the full moon --

We had heard a sudden sound, a guitar across the water.

Host forgot to turn back home, and guest to go his way.

We followed where the melody led and asked the player's name.

The sound broke off...then reluctantly she answered.

We moved our boat near hebrs, invited her to join us,

Summoned more wine and lanterns to recommence our banquet.

Yet we called and urged a thousand times before she started toward us,
Still hiding half her face from us behind her guitar.

...She turned the tuning-pegs and tested several strings;

We could feel what she was feeling, even before she played:

Each string a meditation, each note a deep thought,

As if she were telling us the ache of her whole life.

She knit her brows, flexed her fingers, then began her music,

Little by little letting her heart share everything with ours.

She brushed the strings, twisted them slow, swept them, plucked them --
First the air of The Rainbow Skirt, then The Six Little Ones.

The large strings hummed like rain,

The small strings whispered like a secret,

Hummed, whispered-and then were intermingled

Like a pouring of large and small pearls into a plate of jade.

We heard an oriole, liquid, hidden among flowers.

We heard a brook bitterly sob along a bank of sand...

By the checking of its cold touch, the very string seemed broken

As though it could not pass; and the notes, dying away

Into a depth of sorrow and concealment of lament,

Told even more in silence than they had told in sound....

A silver vase abruptly broke with a gush of water,

And out leapt armored horses and weapons that clashed and smote --
And, before she laid her pick down, she ended with one stroke,

And all four strings made one sound, as of rending silk

There was quiet in the east boat and quiet in the west,

And we saw the white autumnal moon enter the river's heart.



...When she had slowly placed the pick back among the strings,
She rose and smoothed her clothing and, formal, courteous,
Told us how she had spent her girlhood at the capital,

Living in her parents' house under the Mount of Toads,

And had mastered the guitar at the age of thirteen,

With her name recorded first in the class-roll of musicians,

Her art the admiration even of experts,

Her beauty the envy of all the leading dancers,

How noble youths of Wuling had lavishly competed

And numberless red rolls of silk been given for one song,

And silver combs with shell inlay been snapped by her rhythms,
And skirts the colour of blood been spoiled with stains of wine....
Season after season, joy had followed joy,

Autumn moons and spring winds had passed without her heeding,
Till first her brother left for the war, and then her aunt died,
And evenings went and evenings came, and her beauty faded --
With ever fewer chariots and horses at her door;

So that finally she gave herself as wife to a merchant

Who, prizing money first, careless how he left her,

Had gone, a month before, to Fuliang to buy tea.

And she had been tending an empty boat at the river's mouth,
No company but the bright moon and the cold water.

And sometimes in the deep of night she would dream of her triumphs
And be wakened from her dreams by the scalding of her tears.
Her very first guitar-note had started me sighing;

Now, having heard her story, I was sadder still.

"We are both unhappy -- to the sky's end.

We meet. We understand. What does acquaintance matter?

I came, a year ago, away from the capital

And am now a sick exile here in Jiujiang --

And so remote is Jiujiang that I have heard no music,

Neither string nor bamboo, for a whole year.

My quarters, near the River Town, are low and damp,

With bitter reeds and yellowed rushes all about the house.

And what is to be heard here, morning and evening? --

The bleeding cry of cuckoos, the whimpering of apes.

On flowery spring mornings and moonlit autumn nights

I have often taken wine up and drunk it all alone,

Of course there are the mountain songs and the village pipes,
But they are crude and-strident, and grate on my ears.

And tonight, when I heard you playing your guitar,

I felt as if my hearing were bright with fairymusic.

Do not leave us. Come, sit down. Play for us again.

And I will write a long song concerning a guitar."

...Moved by what I said, she stood there for a moment,

Then sat again to her strings-and they sounded even sadder,
Although the tunes were different from those she had played before....
The feasters, all listening, covered their faces.

But who of them all was crying the most?

This Jiujiang official. My blue sleeve was wet.



2004 Chinese New Year Concert
February 7, Saturday 7:30-10:30 PM

I would like to purchase Patron tickets at $50 each.
Seating Preference: Box Seats: , Orchestra Seats

I would like to purchase tickest at $20 each.

I would like Orchestra or Balcony tickets.
I would like to enclose donation.

Name:

Address:

Email: Phone:

$400 donation + 2 patron tickets—Coral Sponsor.

$250-399 donation— Pipa circle

$100- $249 donation— Guzheng circle

$50-99  donation— Erhu circle

$25-$49 donation— Sheng circle

$1-$24  donation——guanzi circle

* A $15 charitable deduction can be claimed for each Patron ticket.

Your generous donation help us bring a high quality Chinese concert program to celebrate the

Chinese New Year, and to provide support for music, education and culture programs consistent with
the missions of the Greater Cincinnati Chinese Music Society.

For Ticket info: Please call :

A.J. Wang (513)-243-3174, Lizbie Lin (513)-761-6397,
Xin Zhang (513)-573-0460, Naide Fei (513)-793-8916,
May Wu (513)-777-4996, Steve Hsiung-(513)-489-5751,

Elizabeth Li, (513)-236-6731 or (937)-293-6911
Chenliang Sheng  (859) -781-7744 Xin Zhang (513)- 573-0460
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